THE FRANCO-GERMAN WAR             in

life, have been denied any true knowledge of modern Ger-
many. We desire, even against their will, to restore them
to themselves. Through the enormous changes which have
been accomplished in these times, we have discerned so
often, with glad astonishment, the undying influence of
moral forces in history, that it would be impossible for us
to believe in the absolute worth of a referendum. The
spirit of a nation embraces successive as well as contemporary
generations. Against the misguided wills of those who are
living now we invoke the wills of those who lived before
them. We call to witness all those strong German men,
who once impressed the stamp of our spirit on the speech,
the customs, the art, and the social life of the Upper Rhine ;
and, before the nineteenth century is ended, the world will
recognise that the souls of Erwin von Steinbach and Sebastian
Brandt are living yet, and, that in disregarding the wills of
the Alsatians of to-day, we are only fulfilling an injunction
imposed by our national honour.

" For two centuries, ever since the rise of the Prussian
State, we have been striving to free our lost German territory
from a foreign yoke. It is not the task of this national
policy to include within our new Empire every clod of German
soil which we surrendered in the days of our weakness. We
gladly suffer that the portion of our nationality contained
in Switzerland should develop in peace and freedom, inde-
pendently of the German State ; we are not counting upon
the decay of Austria ; nor do we desire to disturb the
separate existence of that German stock which has con-
stituted itself into an independent little nation in the
Netherlands. But we cannot suffer German nationality
to be systematically ravaged before our eyes and even so
far degraded as to offer willing service against Germany." 1

The Alsatians and the Lorrainers mast be forced to be
free, both for the security of the German nation, and to

1 Deutsche Kampfe, i. pp. 326-7.